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WORSHIP THROUGH THE TABERNACLE 

SESSION 3: THE BRAZEN LAVER, TABLE OF SHEWBREAD AND 
GOLDEN LAMPSTAND 

 

 

The Brazen Laver 

 

Exodus 30:17-20: 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for 
washing. Place it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water in 
it.  Aaron and his sons are to wash their hands and feet with water from it.  Whenever 
they enter the tent of meeting, they shall wash with water so that they will not 
die. Also, when they approach the altar to minister by presenting a food offering to 
the Lord, they shall wash their hands and feet so that they will not die. This is to be a 
lasting ordinance for Aaron and his descendants for the generations to come.” 

Exodus 38:8: 

They made the bronze basin and its bronze stand from the mirrors of the women who 
served at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 

The Washing of the Word 

Ephesians 5:25-27: 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and 
to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless. 

James 1:22-25: 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone 
who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his 
face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets 
what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, 
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and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be 
blessed in what they do. 

Why is the Word likened to a mirror? 

 It reveals our  ____________________ 
 

 It guides us toward ________________ 

Firstly, it reveals our imperfections. 

2 Corinthians 3:18: 

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, 
who is the Spirit. 

If our sin has already been dealt with by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, then 
why is it still necessary to wash in water? 

The Altar The Laver 

Our __________ Our __________ 

Our sin ___________ Our sinful _____________ 

We are ___________ We become ___________ 

J_________________ S________________ 

 

Taking a Bath v Washing our Hands and Feet 

When we’ve had a bath, our whole body is _________. But our hands and feet are 
often exposed to the _________________ of the world.  

John 13:2-11: 

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the 
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things 
under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he 
got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his 
waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

Jesus replied, “You do not realise now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 
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“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as 
well!” 

Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their 
whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew 
who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

1 John 1:8-9: 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness. 

Romans 12:1 – we offer our bodies as living _______________ 

Romans 12:2 – we are transformed by the renewing of our _____________ 

 

Moving into the Holy Place 
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The Outer Courts Holy Place 

Ministry to the ____________ Ministry to __________ 

Our outside ___________ Our ____________ life (soul) 

_________ access Access to ________________ 

 

The Table of Shewbread 

 

Exodus 25:23-30  

“Make a table of acacia wood—two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half 
high. Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold molding [crown] around it.  Also make 
around it a rim a handbreadth wide and put a gold molding [crown] on the rim.  Make 
four gold rings for the table and fasten them to the four corners, where the four legs 
are.  The rings are to be close to the rim to hold the poles used in carrying the 
table.  Make the poles of acacia wood, overlay them with gold and carry the table 
with them.  And make its plates and dishes of pure gold, as well as its pitchers and 
bowls for the pouring out of offerings.  Put the bread of the Presence on this table to 
be before me at all times. 

The Bread of the Presence 

Leviticus 24:5-9:  

“Take the finest flour and bake twelve loaves of bread, using two-tenths of an ephah for 
each loaf.  Arrange them in two stacks, six in each stack, on the table of pure 
gold before the Lord.  By each stack put some pure incense as a memorial portion to 
represent the bread and to be a food offering presented to the Lord. This bread is to 
be set out before the Lord regularly, Sabbath after Sabbath, on behalf of the Israelites, 
as a lasting covenant.  It belongs to Aaron and his sons, who are to eat it in the 
sanctuary area, because it is a most holy part of their perpetual share of the food 
offerings presented to the Lord.” 

This speaks of ____________ and _______________. 
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Two crowns: _____________ and _______________ 

Hebrews 7:1-3: 

This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met 
Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, and Abraham gave 
him a tenth of everything. First, the name Melchizedek means “king of 
righteousness”; then also, “king of Salem” means “king of peace.”  Without father or 
mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, resembling the 
Son of God, he remains a priest forever.  

Shewbread – lechem panim 

Lechem   =  ___________ 

Panim  =  ___________ 

 
A Picture of Communion 

The Table of Shewbread is a type of communion or the Eucharist. 

 Communion is about ___________ and ___________.  
 

 Participation in the broken body is to participate in the_________ of Christ. 
 

Luke 22:14-20: 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  And he said to 
them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell 
you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among 
you.  For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of 
God comes.” 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 
body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 

Phil 3:10-11 

 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead. 
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The matzah bread 

 

Isaiah 53:4-5 

Surely he took up our pain 
    and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
    stricken by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
    and by his wounds [stripes] we are healed. 

A Picture of Unity  

12 pieces of bread set out “on behalf of Israel”. 

Twelve is the number of ________________.  

 In the Old Testament, it represents the twelve ________ of Israel 
 

 In the New Testament, it represents the twelve _______________ 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the 
night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat 
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

1 Corinthian 11:27-31: 

So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. Everyone ought to 
examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.  For those 
who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on 
themselves. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you 
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have fallen asleep.  But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we 
would not come under such judgment. Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way 
by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with 
the world. 

1 Corinthians 11:17-22: 

In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm 
than good.  In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there 
are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. No doubt there have to be 
differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval.  So then, when 
you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, for when you are eating, some 
of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person remains 
hungry and another gets drunk.  Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do 
you despise the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I 
say to you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter! 

Remembering the body of Christ is more than just to think on Jesus’ suffering. It is 
also about actively re-_____________ the broken body [the Church] of Christ. 

 

The Golden Lampstand 

Exodus 25:31-40: 

“Make a lampstand of pure gold. Hammer out its base and shaft, and make its 
flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms of one piece with them. Six branches are to 
extend from the sides of the lampstand—three on one side and three on the 
other.  Three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on 
one branch, three on the next branch, and the same for all six branches extending 
from the lampstand.  And on the lampstand there are to be four cups shaped like 
almond flowers with buds and blossoms. One bud shall be under the first pair of 
branches extending from the lampstand, a second bud under the second pair, and a 
third bud under the third pair—six branches in all.  The buds and branches shall all 
be of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold. 

“Then make its seven lamps and set them up on it so that they light the space in front 
of it. Its wick trimmers and trays are to be of pure gold. A talent of pure gold is to be 
used for the lampstand and all these accessories. See that you make them according 
to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” 

Exodus 27:20-21: 

“Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the light so that 
the lamps may be kept burning. In the tent of meeting, outside the curtain that shields 
the ark of the covenant law, Aaron and his sons are to keep the lamps burning before 
the Lord from evening till morning. This is to be a lasting ordinance among the 
Israelites for the generations to come. 
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A Type of Holy Spirit 

The number nine is often associated with the Holy Spirit 

Passage Theme Ninefold Pattern 

1 Cor 12:7-11 _______of the 
Spirit 

Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, 
miracles, prophecies, discernment, 
tongues, interpretation 

Gal 5:22-23 _______ of the 
Spirit 

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control 

 
Isaiah 11:1-2:  

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord 
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Zechariah 4:2-6 

He asked me, “What do you see?” 

I answered, “I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lamps on 
it, with seven channels to the lamps.  Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the 
right of the bowl and the other on its left.” 

I asked the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” 

He answered, “Do you not know what these are?” 

“No, my lord,” I replied. 

So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by 
power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty. 

Rev 4:5 

From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In front of 
the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God [or 
sevenfold Spirit of God]. 

Balancing _______ and __________ 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3:  

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body 
to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Cultivating ___________ and _____________ 

John 15:5: 

 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

 
The Almond Flowers 

Jeremiah 1:11-12: 

 The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 

“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 

The Lord said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word 
is fulfilled.” 


